




The novel entitled Great Expectations is written by Charles Dickens. The 
writer choses the novel as the research entitled The Influence of Materialism 
toward Pip’s Social Development in Charles Dickens’ Great Expectations. 
There are two objectives of study. The first is to analyze the influences of 
materialism toward Pip’s social development in Charles Dickens’ Great 
Expectation and the second is to analyze the effects of materialism toward 
himself. 
Library research is applied to collect the data of the research. Therefore, 
the data are analyzed by using the theory of character, characterization, marxism, 
materialism, social class and social development. Psychological, sociological and 
philosophical approaches are used to analyze the data descriptively. 
There are two influences of materialism toward Pip’s social development. 
First, Pip desires to be wealthy. He desires to wealthy because he loves a girl who 
comes from high social class. Pip comes from low social class. Therefore, he tries 
to get closer to Miss Havisham. He expects that she may help him to be wealthy.  
Second, Pip desires to raise his social class. He inherits a large of money from 
secret benefactor. He moves to London to learn how to be a gentleman. Finally, he 
becomes a gentleman and lives in high society.  
The effects of materialism toward Pip are divided into two. First, Pip turns 
into opulent lifestyle. He turns into opulent lifestyle because he inherits a large of 
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money and wants get respect from people around him. Second, Pip’s attitudes turn 
into bad. There are three Pip’s bad attitudes. First, he underestimates the 
appearance of his friend. Second, he becomes snobby after he lives in high 
society. Third, he becomes ashamed of his origins. He turns into bad because he 
does not know the real meaning of becoming a gentleman. 
Finally, it may help the reader to understand about materialism, especially 
the influences and the effects of materialism. It is also hoped that this research 
may help other researchers to conduct further studies about materialism. In 
addition, it can be learned that wealth can change someone’s life, habit and 
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